
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1To: State Emergency Response Commission (SERC)

From: 
Cindy DeWulf, DAPC & SERC Co-Chair

Subject: June 11th, 2014 SERC Meeting Minutes

Date: July 29th, 2014  
****************************************************************************************************

The June 11th, 2014 State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) meeting was called to order at the Ohio Emergency Management Agency in Columbus, Ohio by Cindy DeWulf, SERC Co-Chair (Ohio EPA).

13 Voting Members were present:
Cindy DeWulf, Ohio EPA, SERC Co-Chair

Nancy Dragani, Ohio EMA, SERC Co-Chair 
Tim Kern, AG Office 
Dan Fisher, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
Jeff Leaming, State Fire Marshal’s Office

Randy Van Dyne, Environmental Representative

Jennifer Klein, Industry Representative
Don McDonald, County Interest Representative

Al Phillips, Ohio Department of Transportation
Russ Decker, LEPC/EMA Representative
Michael Snee, Ohio Department of Health (alternate)  

Richard Hughes, Industry Representative
Staff Lieutenant Kenneth Kocab, State Highway Patrol

3 Voting Members were not present
Toby Wagner, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Willie Brantingham, Volunteer Firefighters’ Representative
Rick Hoffman, Professional Firefighters’ Representative 
3 Members not appointed by Governor

Municipal Corporation Representative (Vacant) 
Environmental Representative (Vacant)
Fire Chief Representative (Vacant)
Waive the 24 Hour Rule:
Randy Van Dyne made the motion, seconded by Al Phillips that the 24-hour rule be waived. 

          Record of Vote:        13 -For

                                           0- Against

                                           0- Abstain

Approval of April 9th, 2014 SERC Meeting Minutes:
Cindy asked for a motion to accept the April 9th, 2014 SERC meeting minutes. A motion was made by Dan Fisher. Motion to accept was seconded by Russ Decker.

          Record of Vote:        13 -For

                                           0 -Against

                                           0 –Abstain
SERC Committee Reports:

Executive:
Cindy DeWulf stated that the Executive Committee met prior to today’s meeting.
The membership issue was discussed. Clyde McKenzie (Fire Chief’s) submitted his resignation from the SERC. The Fire Chief’s Association has nominated a replacement for Clyde McKenzie and that individual has applied to the Governor’s Office of Board and Commissions. Cindy mentioned that there still remain 2 vacant positions as well.

Cindy continued with announcing that Al Phillips (ODOT) has announced his retirement from state government. Mr. Phillips initially started on SERC representing the SHP. Cindy presented Al with a certificate of appreciation, and thanked him for his service to the SERC. 

Nancy Dragani mentioned that the exercise issue remains in a pending status and that she plans to designate the issue to someone within Ohio EMA to move forward.

The committee discussed proposed legislative language regarding oil & gas and the potential impact to the SERC. Cindy is working with Ohio EPA legislative liaison to address our concerns.
Cindy continued with a briefing on a May 7th, 2014 USDOT Executive Order requiring all railroads operating trains carrying more than 1 million gallons of Bakken crude oil, or approximately 35 tank cars, to notify State Emergency Response Commissions about the expected weekly train movements through their respective state. 

The notification must include estimated volumes of Bakken crude oil being transported, the frequency of expected train traffic, and the route through which Bakken crude oil will be transported. In addition, the order requires each railroad to provide contact information for at least one individual responsible for responding to emergency responders about the shipments.

The option for the SERC to designate the State of Ohio Fusion Center as the repository for notifications and revisions/updates to the notifications was discussed.  The Ohio Fusion Center has the ability to maintain the notifications and distribute the notifications to state, LEPCs and local emergency responders, and is willing to administer the notification program in Ohio.
The Emergency Order and a brief description of the option to designate the Fusion Center as the recipient of the notifications were e-mailed to all the statewide LEPCs asking for their feedback and there were no concerns expressed as a result of our e-mail. Several responses were received in support of designating the Fusion Center.
Tracy Proud, Chief of staff, Ohio Homeland Security, provided a brief overview of the State’s Fusion Center. Most states have such similar centers as a means to collect and distribute multi-dimensional information between the federal, state and locals. Their mission is to protect infrastructure within Ohio and to distribute information statewide. The Fusion Center has mechanisms in place to address confidential and/or sensitive information that is in its possession. Information received by the Fusion Center is placed within a secure site. The notification system has the ability to distribute information to very limited groups and to broader grouping depending information being distributed. The Fusion Center is not a 24 hour 7 day operation, but it is tied in with the State Highway Patrol afterhours call center which can provide information in an emergency situation. Information held under the control of the Fusion Center is kept for a period of time and is purged in accordance with record retention schedules
The administration of the Emergency Order as discussed falls within the Fusion Center’s mission.  In order to distribute the information to the LEPCs, the Fusion Center would need to be provided with the e-mail addresses of the statewide LEPCs. The LEPCs will have to register with Fusion Center prior to receiving any information. Once an LEPC representative is registered and approved, the LEPC representative shall receive an e-mail notification with login information to an account.  The Fusion Center receives public request for information, however, most of the information maintained by the Fusion Center is protected under the Public Information Law. Tim Kern sent out a letter to all LEPCs that addressed the confidentiality issue regarding notifications received under the Emergency Order. He provided legal citations that protect the information as being sensitive and the notifications are not to be considered to be subject to public record requests.       
Cindy asked for a motion to accept SERC Resolution 2014-68, USDOT EO: Bakken Oil Rail Shipping approving the designation of the State of Ohio Fusion Center as the repository for notifications and revisions/updates to the notifications resulting from the Emergency Order as discussed. A motion was made by Jeff Leaming. Motion to accept was seconded by Russ Decker.

          Record of Vote:        13 -For

                                           0 -Against

                                           0 –Abstain
The Committee continued a discussion of the lock box rule that was discussed at the last meeting. The pending concern voiced by Don McDonald was withdrawn. Willie Brantingham indicated by e-mail that the rule was discussed at the April 12, 2014 meeting of the Ohio State Firefighter's Association Executive Board. The Executive Board passed a resolution in support of the lock box rule.  Given the support of the Ohio State Firefighter’s Association, Cindy asked for a motion to forward the rule to JCARR with no changes. Nancy Dragani made motion. Motion was seconded by Randy Van Dyne. All vote yes. 13-0 vote.

The final item discussed was the Executive Order 13650 issued by the President regarding information sharing and improvements to chemical reporting. The Order resulted in a 120 page final report which included the recommendation for US EPA to develop web-based reporting for chemical inventory reports. There were no timelines established within the final report for the web-based system. Ohio EPA will continue to monitor the actions taking place at federal level as a result of the final report.
Administrative & Funding: 
Cindy asked for a motion to accept SERC Resolution 2014-64, Allocation of the Emergency Planning Fund. A motion was made by Dan Fisher. Motion to accept was seconded by Jennifer Klein.

          Record of Vote:        13 -For

                                           0 -Against

                                           0 –Abstain
Cindy asked for a motion to accept SERC Resolution 2014-65, SFY 2015 LEPC and Training Grant. A motion was made by Al Phillips. Motion to accept was seconded by Jeff Leaming.

          Record of Vote:        13 -For

                                           0 -Against

                                           0 –Abstain
Cindy asked for a motion to accept SERC Resolution 2014-66, SFY 2015 Funding (Ohio EMA). A motion was made by Randy Van Dyne. Motion to accept was seconded by Russ Decker.

          Record of Vote:        12 -For

                                           0 -Against

                                           1 –Abstain (Nancy Dragani- Ohio EMA)
Cindy asked for a motion to accept SERC Resolution 2014-67, SFY 2015 Funding (Ohio EPA). A motion was made by Kenneth Kocab. Motion to accept was seconded by Nancy Dragani.

          Record of Vote:        12 -For

                                           0 -Against

                                           1 –Abstain (Cindy DeWulf- Ohio EPA)
The Committee discussed the need to move forward with drafting administrative rules to address penalties for non-performing LEPCs. The committee identified three areas that should be addressed by administration, reporting and functional actions such as plan development and exercise. The penalties for non-performance will include reductions to LEPC grant award. This issue will not apply to majority of statewide LEPCs. Randy Van Dyne asked if we continue to have contact and/or correspondences with the County Commissioners. Russ Decker indicated that most Commissioners rely on the county EMA Director to inform them as to the LEPC activities and production. Cindy DeWulf indicated that SERC does and has contacted County Commissioners in the past and plans to continue this communication. 
Russ Decker indicated that June 21st is the scheduled date for a full scale exercise between 4-5 NW area LEPCs and Paulding County. 
Operations & Issues:
Russ Decker stated that the Committee met May 14th at Ohio EMA. Those in attendance discussed the issue of “Navigable vs Waters of the State” as discussed briefly at the last SERC meeting. There seemed to be no downside to making the change for consistency, clarification and clearing up any confusion between the two that may be taking place amongst our statewide industry. The committee recommends that SERC with its legal counsel give further consideration to seeing how to move the issue forward. If it requires a change to Revised Code, then the change may be more involved. Tim Kern is in favor of looking into the issue on behalf of the SERC membership.  
Training and Education:
The Committee met the morning of the SERC meeting. 
Don McDonald indicated that the agenda had to be revamped slightly from last meeting due to our keynote speaker had to cancel. The conference is set for Friday September 5th at the Fire Academy. Jeff Beattie will e-mail the agenda and registration material soon. Our goal is to have the conference over at 2:30 pm. 
Agency Reports: 
EMA
Ohio EMA indicates that there are 17 LEPC Exercise up for SFY 2014 Exercise Concurrence. Jeff Leaming made a motion to approve Resolutions 2014-39 thru -55 as documented. Kenneth Kocab seconded the motion. No discussion. 

               Record of Vote: 
13/12- For
0- Against

0/1-Abstain (Russ Decker- Allen County LEPC)
EPA
Cindy DeWulf introduced “2013-2115 LEPC Membership Appointment” Resolutions 2013-56 thru -63, appointing new members for Athens, Auglaize, Coshocton, Mercer, Shelby, Stark, Tuscarawas and Washington counties. Russ Decker made a motion to approve. Kenneth Kocab seconded the motion. 

               Record of Vote:   13- For

                                           0- Against

                                           0- Abstain
LEPC meeting minutes were provided for Defiance, Gallia, Guernsey and Montgomery-Greene planning districts.
ODNR: No in attendance.
PUCO: No report.

Health: Michael Snee noted that Steve Wagner is no longer with the Ohio Health      Department. Until further notice, he shall be the designated alternate.
SHP: No report.
SFM: The date has been reserved at the Academy for the LEPC Conference. On June 28th, the Academy shall host an open house that should prove to be kid friendly and will have antique fire apparatus on display.
ODOT: Al Phillips stressed that it is summer road construction time and encouraged everyone to be careful. Use social media as a resource. He thanked everyone again for friendships that he has had since being put on the SERC, beginning many years ago when he was with SHP. 
AGO: No report.
Other: Nothing from the audience.
Meeting adjourned.






