
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1To: State Emergency Response Commission (SERC)

From: 
Cindy DeWulf, OEPA/DAPC & SERC Co-Chair

Subject: October 8th, 2014 SERC Meeting Minutes

Date: December 2nd, 2014, 2014  
****************************************************************************************************

The October 8th, 2014 State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) meeting was called to order at the Ohio Emergency Management Agency in Columbus, Ohio by Cindy DeWulf, SERC Co-Chair (Ohio EPA).

14 Voting Members were present:
Cindy DeWulf, Ohio EPA, SERC Co-Chair

Sima Merick, Ohio EMA, SERC Co-Chair (alternate)
Tim Kern, Attorney General’s Office 
Dan Fisher, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
Jeff Leaming, State Fire Marshal’s Office

Russ Decker, LEPC/EMA Representative
Michael Snee, Ohio Department of Health (alternate)  

Jack Everson, Municipality Representative
Toby Wagner, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Jennifer Klein, Industry Representative

Don McDonald, County Interest Representative

Richard Hughes, Industry Representative
Carl Merckle, Ohio Department of Transportation
Cliff Mason, Fire Chief’s Association

4 Voting Members were not present
Randy Van Dyne, Environmental Representative

Staff Lieutenant Kenneth Kocab, State Highway Patrol

Willie Brantingham, Volunteer Firefighters’ Representative
Rick Hoffman, Professional Firefighters’ Representative 
2 Members not appointed by Governor

Environmental Representative (Vacant)
Cindy welcomed new SERC member Clifford Mason (Professional Fire Chief’s Association).
Waive the 24 Hour Rule:
Jennifer Klein made the motion, seconded by Russ Decker that the 24-hour rule be waived. 

          Record of Vote:        14- For

                                           0- Against

                                           0- Abstain
Approval of August 13th, 2014 SERC Meeting Minutes:
Cindy asked for a motion to accept the August 13th, 2014 SERC meeting minutes. A motion was made by Dan Fisher. Motion to accept was seconded by Jeff Leaming.

          Record of Vote:        14 -For

                                           0 -Against

                                           0 –Abstain
SERC Committee Reports:

Executive:
Cindy DeWulf stated that the Executive Committee met prior to today’s meeting.
Ethics training will be held on December 10, 2014 following the SERC meeting.
The committee discussed the recent incident in Monroe County involving an oil and gas drilling operation. The committee is gathering information regarding the event.  There was no update to the potential changes to ORC exercise requirements, which Ohio EMA has been examining. Nancy Dragani will update the SERC at the December 2014 meeting. Cindy noted that US EPA has a monthly e-mail newsletter regarding the status of the implementation of the recommendations regarding President Obama’s Executive Order (13650). Cindy will share with SERC members and LEPCs when she receives the newsletter. Members can sign up online to receive the newsletter directly.  The committee discussed briefly the comments made after the LEPC Conference, and thanked the Education and Training Committee for organizing the event. 

The committee will schedule a goal setting meeting, to be held the morning of the February 2015 SERC meeting.

Ohio EPA received a request for a certificate of recognition for a long standing member of a LEPC. This is a first such request and the committee agreed to issue certificates upon request. Jeff Beattie will develop a certificate for Jerry Pettit, Franklin County LEPC. 

The SERC Co-chairs received a correspondence from U.S. EPA regarding an enforcement action at Whirlpool in Clyde, Ohio. U.S. EPA conducted an inspection and determined that the facility did not report 3 or 4 hazardous chemicals. 

Lastly, Nancy Dragani noted that Ohio EMA is working with the Ebola issue that is involving cabinet level agencies of the Governor. The state has a table top exercise scheduled for October 14,, 2014.
Don McDonald asked about the pipeline issue position as it pertains to exercise for the LEPCs. McDonald stated that pipelines and transportation seems to be getting more dangerous, with increase in number of incidents, while facility spills and releases are decreasing.  Tim Kern confirmed that the restriction for exercises is in the law, and pipelines cannot be included without changes to the law.
Administrative & Funding: 
Cindy stated that the committee met prior to today’s meeting.

Cindy stated that the committee discussed the SERC form for LEPC Membership. The SERC received a request for all the LEPC membership information.  The current form includes phone numbers and addresses of individuals without designating if the telephone numbers and addresses are business or personal. Ohio EPA is working with Tim Kern to review the information, as some personal contact information is protected by public records law for some LEPC members.  The committee is reviewing the form used to evaluate the information that SERC is collecting. 
As discussed at several previous meeting, the issue of penalties for non-performing LEPCs was discussed. The SERC previously withheld grant monies due to non-performance until Tim Kern determined that the penalties must be adopted in rule.  These penalties may impact 2 to 3 LEPCs a year. The committee looking at a sliding scale for proposed penalties from 10% in the first year, 15% loss in grant funding for 2 consecutive years, 20% for 3 consecutive years to a total grant funding loss if the issue carries out to 4 consecutive years. This proposal will be put in rule form and comments will be solicited from the LEPCs and SERC members.
Operations & Issues:
No report given. The committee did not meet last month.

Russ Decker did state that the committee meets every second Wednesday of the off SERC meeting months and the committee wants to update the LEPC Membership Manual. 
Training and Education:
The Committee did not meet.
Agency Reports: 
EMA
Ohio EMA indicates that there are 7 LEPC Exercises up for SFY 2014 Exercise Concurrence. Russ Decker made a motion to approve Resolutions 2014-119 thru -125 as documented. Clifford Mason seconded the motion. No discussion. 

               Record of Vote:  14- For
0-Against
0-Abstain 
Ohio EMA indicates that there is 1 LEPC Exercise up for SFY 2015 Exercise Concurrence. Jeff Leaming made a motion to approve Resolutions 2014-126 as documented. Russ Decker seconded the motion. No discussion. 

               Record of Vote:  14- For

0-Against
0-Abstain 

Ohio EMA indicates that there are 6 LEPC Plans up for SFY 2015 Plan Concurrence. Dan Fisher made a motion to approve Resolutions 2014-127 thru -132 as documented. Russ Decker seconded the motion. No discussion. 

               Record of Vote: 14- For

0-Against
0-Abstain 
EPA
Cindy DeWulf introduced “2013-2115 LEPC Membership Appointment” Resolutions 2013-133 thru -140, appointing new members for Auglaize, Belmont, Hardin, Lucas, Marion, Portage, Ross and Wood counties. Clifford Mason made a motion to approve. Don McDonald seconded the motion. 

               Record of Vote:   14- For

                                           0- Against

                                           0- Abstain
LEPC meeting minutes were provided for Clermont, Erie, Hancock, Ross and Washington planning districts.
ODNR: Scott Kell (ODNR) provided the SERC with an update as to the oil and gas reporting under EPCRA. The oil and gas well owners and operators were instructed to report to the SERC, LEPCs and fire departments using hard copy forms for the last two reporting year.  Previously, they had the ability to report their EPCRA inventory reports directly to ODNR. It is ODNR’s intent to development new developed regulatory language that would meet the federal requirements, and allow ODNR to collect these reports through a web-based system.  ODNR is prepared to update the web based computer system to incorporate all EPCRA data elements, along with additional information needed by emergency responders. ODNR strongly feels that the system is much more efficient system for the emergency responders than paper copies. ODNR also plans to increase emergency response training at oil & gas sites through coordination with SFM.

ODNR does not know if the changes to the system will be made in time for the March 1 reporting.  ODNR will work with the SERC to determine if paper reporting is needed for this reporting year.
Carl Merckle (ODOT) stated that training in the rural areas is greatly needed.
PUCO: No Report.

Health: No Report.
SHP: Not in Attendance.
SFM: Jeff Leaming reported that this is fire prevention week in Ohio. In addition, he briefly spoke of 3 million dollars made available for rural fire departments for training funds and communication system improvements. The Ohio Bureau Workers Compensation agency has made available 1 million dollars for emergency responder training. 
ODOT: No Report. 
AGO: No Report.
Other: Melissa English (Ohio Citizen Action) spoke to the SERC with concerns regarding the oil and gas fracking industry. She strongly believes that reporting from this sector should stay within the SERC reporting framework and not within ODNR. She also noted her concern regarding the lack of chemical disclosure in the current law.  She noted that information needs to be real time for the responders and not capture what was at the facility last year.
Melissa distributed a report their organization did regarding the incident in Monroe County. It includes a report on the well pad fire, discrepancies involved with the incident and an after incident report from USEPA.  
Meeting adjourned.






