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John R. Kasich, Governor
Mary Taylor, Lt. Governor

Ohio Environmental Craig W. Butler, Director
Protection Agency

September 17, 2015

Issuance of a Limited Environmental Review
To All Interested Citizens, Organizations, and
Government Agencies

Village of Malta
Morgan County
Phase Ill Combined Sewer Separation Project
Loan number CS390561-0007

The purpose of this notice is to advise the public that Ohio EPA has reviewed the
referenced project and finds neither a Supplemental Study (SS) nor an Environmental
Assessment (EA) is required to implement the project as discussed in the attached
Limited Environmental Review (LER). Consequently, a Finding of No Significant Impact
is being issued for this project.

The Water Pollution Control Loan Fund program requires the inclusion of environmental
factors in the decision-making process for project approval. Ohio EPA has done this by
incorporating a detailed analysis of the environmental effects of the proposed action in
its review and approval process. Environmental information was developed as part of
the facilities plan, as well as through the facilities plan review process. A subsequent
review by this Agency has found that the proposed action does not require the
preparation of either an EA or an SS.

Our environmental review concluded that because the proposed project is limited in
scope and meet all applicable criteria, a LER is warranted. Specifically:

e The proposed project will have no significant adverse environmental effect, nor
will it adversely affect any specific resource type.

® It will not require extensive general or specific direct impact mitigation.

° It will not affect current design flow value, the existing service area, or the
wastewater influent characteristics.

o It is clearly cost effective.
o It is not controversial.
o It will not create a new or relocate an existing sanitary discharge from water

treatment plant processes to surface or ground water.
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o It will not result in an increase in the volume of discharge or loading of pollutants
to receiving waters or increase the withdrawal of additional water supplies.

The LER presents additional information on the proposed project, costs and the basis
for our decision. Further information can be obtained by calling or writing the contact
person listed on the back of the LER.

Upon issuance of this determination, loan award may proceed without being subject to
further environmental review or public comment, unless information is provided which
determines that environmental conditions on the proposed project have changed
significantly.

Sincerely, M
erry Rouch, Assistant Chief
Division of Environmental and

Financial Assistance
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LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
For
Village of Malta
Phase Ill Combined Sewer Separation
WPCLF Loan Number CS390561-0007

Applicant: The Honorable Gregory Hill, Mayor
Village of Malta
449 Main Street
Malta, OH 43758



Existing Need

Malta, which has a sewer service population of approximately 671, owns and operates
its wastewater collection system and conveys its sewage to the Village of
McConnelsville for treatment. Originally, Malta’s collection system was combined, which
means that it carried both sanitary and storm flows in the same pipes. The sewers
discharged excess wet-weather flows to the Muskingum River through 10 combined
sewer overflows (CSO). In accordance with the terms of its discharge’ permit, Malta
developed a CSO Long-Term Control Plan (LTCP) that called for the phased separation
of its combined sewers to control CSOs.

In 2008, Ohio EPA approved the LTCP and in 2011, Malta began Phase | of sewer
separation.  An Environmental Assessment (EA) and Draft Finding of No Significant
Impact (FNSI) were published on February 22, 2011. The 2011 EA supported the
finding of the LTCP that sewer separation is a cost-effective solution to Malta’'s CSO
problems. It further concluded that because of the absence of high quality natural
resources in the work areas, the use of proper controls for noise, dust and odors, and
the use environmental impact mitigation that is typical for small construction projects, all
phases of sewer separation can be conducted with no significant long-term adverse
impacts to surface waters, ground waters, wetlands, state or federal wildlife areas,
endangered species, critical habitat, farmland, air quality, cultural properties,
floodplains, and traffic. It discussed increases in sewer rates and public participation
that were related specifically to Phase |, concluding no significant impact to the local
economy or with respect to public opinion. Ohio EPA issued a Final FNSI (3/25/2011)
and Facility Plan Approval (7/29/2011) for Phase I.

On August 26, 2014, Ohio EPA issued an EA and Final FNS| for Phase Il of sewer
separation and in that year Malta began the construction of Phase Il. The 2014 EA
confirmed the findings of the 2011 EA with respect to environmental impacts and cost-
effectiveness. It discussed the rate increase that was proposed for Phase Il finding that
the increase would have no adverse economic impact.

Malta now proposes to construct Phase |ll of the LTCP, which will control the remaining
combined sewer overflows (see attached figure). This Limited Environmental Review
affirms the findings of the 2011 and 2014 EAs regarding cost-effectiveness and impacts
to natural resources and discussed things specific to Phase Ill; namely, public
participation and the impact of debt recovery on sewer rates. Because of the similarity
of the work areas between Phases | and Il and Phase lll, no further environmental
reviews are required for Phase Ill.

Funding and Rate Impacts: The total project cost for Phase Il is $753,571. Of that
amount, $561,421 will come from the Ohio Public Works Commission. The Ohio Water
Pollution Control Loan Fund will supply approximately $174,150. Debt for Phase 11 will
be recovered from an increase in the village's sewer rates. Depending on the final

' National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, which outlines numeric discharge standards for
regulated pollutants and other parameters, including compliance with water quality regulations.

Malta LTCP Phase Il September, 2015 Page 1



costs after construction, the debt portion could be increased by $5.00 per bill per month.
After construction of Phase Ill, the average annual residential sewer bill will rise from
approximately $833 under current sewer rates to $893. This annual amount is
approximately 2.4 percent of Malta's 2015 median household income of $36,917.

In addition to the monthly sewer bill, some residents may have to pay for a new lateral
from the public right-of-way to the structure being served at a cost of approximately $15
per foot. The village will conduct testing of the sewer system to identify existing clear
water connections to the sanitary sewer and, based on that, which properties will
require new laterals.

Public Participation: Malta held a public meeting on August 10, 2015 to discuss the
planned rate increase associated with Phase Ill. Approximately five residents attended,
but the topic of their interest was not sewer rates but rather their objection to the
placement of a portion of sewer pipe as part of Phase II. Based on this lack of interest
in the rate increase, and based on the favorable funding, Phase Il is expected to be
publicly acceptable.

Conclusion

Based on the 2011 Environmental Assessment, the LTCP and field inspections, Phase
[Il will have no adverse effect on the environmental features discussed above. Phase |ll
constitutes a general project type (new sewers in public utility rights-of-way and
previously disturbed private easements) that qualifies for a Limited Environmental
Review.

It will have no significant adverse environmental effect. It is of small scope and most
impacts will be restricted to paved rights-of-way.

It will not affect any special resource type. As determined in the 2011 EA, no special
resource types are present in the work area of Phase .

It will not require specific impact mitigation. Phase Ill involves work areas and
construction methods that are similar to those of Phases | and Il. Construction impact
mitigation and traffic management similar to those that were used successfully in
Phases | and Il will be implemented for Phase |ll.

It is clearly cost-effective. The finding of the 2011 FNSI that village-wide sewer
separation is cost-effective for Malta applies to Phase Il as well.

It is not controversial. Phase |l is necessary for compliance with the village's NPDES
permit. The funding package described above has a large percentage of grant money,
and the village qualifies for a zero-percent WPCLF loan. Taken together, these factors
greatly increase the project’s affordability.
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It does not involve a new or relocated discharge to surface or ground water, involve any
increase in volume of discharge or loading of pollutants from an existing source or new
facilities, create a new source of water withdrawals from either surface or ground water
or significantly increase the amount of water withdrawn from existing sources, or
provide capacity to serve a design population substantially greater (30 percent) than the
current design population. The purpose of Phase Il is to control CSOs, not to induce
population growth beyond the very limited increase that is anticipated in Malta.
Therefore, the project will not increase average daily flows or loadings to
McConnelsville’'s WWTP, will not result in higher pollutant discharges from that plant
and will not result in adverse secondary environmental impacts from new development.

Based on planning information gathered for the 2011 and 2014 Environmental
Assessments, the project will have no long-term adverse impacts to surface water,
wetlands, floodplains, endangered species, aquatic habitat, forested habitat, state-
designated scenic or recreational rivers, cultural properties, air quality, local economy,
or traffic patterns. Noise, dust and odors will be controlled during construction. Along
with the other phases of the LTCP, Phase Il will yield significant public health benefits
from the reduced discharge of untreated sewage from CSOs.

For further information, please contact:

Judy Buckinger

Ohio EPA

Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance
50 West Town Street

Columbus, OH 43215

Telephone: (614)-644-3662

Judith.buckinger@epa.ohio.gov
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