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[image: ]Additional Information on the Nutrient Reduction Discount
In response to the concerns regarding harmful algal blooms (HAB) and their effect on the surface water bodies throughout Ohio, the Ohio EPA is offering an additional $100 million in WPCLF loans at a zero (0) percent interest rate for WPCLF projects that include equipment and facilities at municipal wastewater treatment plants (WWTP) to reduce the levels of phosphorus and other nutrients. 

The zero (0) percent interest rate will be available for the portion of the project directly attributable to the nutrient reduction. Below-market interest rate loan funds will be offered for the balance of a proposed project not directly related to nutrient reduction. The funds can be used for planning, design, and construction of qualifying projects. Priority will be given to public wastewater treatment systems that are in the Lake Erie watershed or in a watershed where Ohio EPA has identified (through a TMDL study) that nutrients are excessive. To accommodate our communities, we have extended the nomination deadline for the 2015 WPCLF funding program to September 5, 2014.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]This Nutrient Reduction Discount is available exclusively for improvements at publicly-owned wastewater treatment plants that will reduce nutrient discharge. The following are examples of projects that would be considered eligible or not eligible for the Nutrient Reduction Discount.  Actual eligibility will be confirmed on a case-by-case basis.  Please note that any WPCLF projects that do not qualify for the Nutrient Reduction Discount will still be eligible for below-market WPCLF interest rate loans. 

Project Components That Would Qualify for the Nutrient Reduction Discount

· Chemical feed equipment
· Activated sludge (i.e., oxidation ditch, sequencing batch reactor, vertical loop reactor, membrane bio reactor) and other processes that includes biological nutrient removal (BNR) 
· Instrumentation and controls needed for BNR
· Tertiary filters to reduce phosphorus concentration
· Chemical feed equipment for carbon addition and alkalinity adjustment
· Attached growth nitrogen removal

Projects That Would Not Qualify For the Nutrient Reduction Discount

· New or upgraded WWTPs that do not include BNR,  chemical addition or filtration to reduce the phosphorous concentration
· Collection system projects to eliminate or reduce sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) and combined sewer overflows (CSOs)
· Sanitary sewer extensions
· Pump stations and other collection system improvements
Contact
For more information, contact the Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance at (614) 644-2798.
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