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***REMOVE THIS INSTRUCTION PARAGRAPH PRIOR TO SUBMITTAL***

The following template provides a format for drafting a risk mitigation plan under Ohio’s Voluntary Action Program when one is required by OAC 3745-300-11. The NFA letter that is issued for the property would include the risk mitigation plan, as required by OAC 3745-300-13(E)(8)(g). This template contains sections based on the minimum plan components described by OAC 3745-300-11(G)(1). Each section of the risk mitigation plan should, at a minimum, provide the information indicated below, as outlined in OAC 3745-300-11(G). No sections should be omitted. Please indicate when relevant information is not applicable for a certain section. The risk mitigation plan should be updated and resubmitted under an addendum to the NFA letter when responding to Ohio EPA NFA letter review comments. Fill in all [bracketed] text with the corresponding property-specific information, and remove the brackets prior to submittal. Remove all parenthesized and italicized instructional or bracketed example text prior to submittal.
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[bookmark: _Toc328387000]
Section 1.0 – Purpose of the Risk Mitigation Plan (OAC 3745-300-11(G)(1)(a)) 

The purpose of this risk mitigation plan (RMP) is to provide the risk mitigation measures that apply to construction or excavation activities at the property as defined herein. Risk mitigation measures are those health and safety precautions and other such remedial activities that provide protection to persons working in construction or excavation from exposures to chemicals of concern (COCs) in environmental media at a property, as described by Ohio Administrative Code 3745-300-11(C)(7). Implementation of this RMP allows the property to maintain compliance with VAP applicable standards that apply to construction or excavation activities, in support of a covenant not to sue issued by the director of Ohio EPA under Ohio Revised Code section 3746.12. 
Adherence to the measures outlined in this RMP will enhance the protection of construction and/or excavation workers from COCs [example language: located in soils below two feet of surface grade] at the property. Figure [INSERT FIGURE LABEL HERE] shows the location(s) of the property subject to the risk mitigation plan. This RMP applies to the COCs, environmental media, and exposure pathway(s) summarized in the table below.
(Fill in the table below, and add additional rows, as applicable. Current table has been populated with example language, which should be removed.)
	Chemical of Concern
	Media
	Pathway(s)

	(Lead)
	(Soil)
	(Direct contact)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



This RMP was prepared in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code rule 3745-300-11. It is not intended to fulfill requirements of other laws that may apply to construction or excavation activities at the property, such as those administered by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 
[bookmark: _Toc328387001]Section 2.0 – Implementing the Risk Mitigation Plan (OAC 3745-300-11(G)(1)(e) and (f))
 (Provide the provisions for the locations at the property where the RMP will be implemented, and the provisions for when the RMP will be implemented at the property. If the entire property is not subject to the RMP, a legal description of that portion of the property subject to the RMP must be attached to and incorporated by reference in the RMP.)
[Example language: The RMP is to be implemented across the entire property anytime excavation is to occur at a depth below two feet of surface grade. Figure 1 shows the property that is the subject of this RMP. The responsibility for implementing this RMP belongs to the owner(s) of the property, including successors.]
[bookmark: _Toc328387002]Section 3.0 – Potential Health Risks (OAC 3745-300-11(G)(1)(b))
(Provide a summary of the potential health risks associated with the chemicals of concern at the property. It may also be helpful to provide a general description of the chemicals.)
[Example language: Lead is a naturally occurring bluish-gray metal found in all parts of our environment. Much of it comes from human activities including burning fossil fuels, mining, and manufacturing. Lead has many different uses. It is used in the production of batteries, ammunition, metal products (solder and pipes), and devices to shield X-rays. Because of health concerns, lead from paints and ceramic products, caulking, and pipe solder has been dramatically reduced in recent years. The use of lead as an additive to gasoline was prevalent until banned in 1996 in the United States. 
Lead can affect almost every organ and system in the body, but particularly affects the nervous system, both in adults and children. Long-term exposure of adults to lead can result in decreased performance in some tests that measure functions of the nervous system. It may also cause weakness in fingers, wrists, or ankles. Lead exposure also causes small increases in blood pressure, particularly in middle-aged and older people, and can cause anemia. Exposure to high lead levels can severely damage the brain and kidneys in adults or children, and ultimately cause death. In pregnant women, high levels of exposure to lead may cause miscarriage. High-level exposure in men can damage the organs responsible for sperm production.]
[bookmark: _Toc328387003]Section 4.0 – Precautions Against Exposures (OAC 3745-300-11(G)(1)(c))
(Provide a description of the specific precautions against exposure to be taken at the property.)
[Example language: Exposure to lead on the property could occur when construction and excavation workers come in contact with those soils impacted below two feet of surface grade, as depicted by Figure 1. Contact can include dermal contact with exposed skin, such as bare hands and forearms, accidental ingestion when soil gets on food, such as transfer from dirty hands to food, or breathing in particles of lead contaminated soil as dust. Construction and excavation workers should always attempt to limit their exposure to soils below two feet of surface grade, or lessen the time after contact that the impacted soil remains on the skin. Specific precautions to be taken at all times when the upper two feet of soil is breached are as follows:
1. Wear clothing that limits the skin area available for contact with the soil.  Examples of such clothing include gloves, hard hats, long sleeve shirts, and long pants.
2. Wash hands frequently and always before eating, smoking, chewing gum or tobacco, or other activities that involve contact between the hands and items to be placed in the mouth.  This will prevent the spread of any soil on the hands to the items being placed in the mouth.
3. Do not apply ointments, cream, make-up or other substances before washing both the area to which the substance is to be applied and, if the substance is to be applied by hand, the hands.  The application of such substances can provide a mechanism by which soil can be trapped next to the skin.
4. Cover cuts, scrapes and other open skin areas.  Injured skin allows compounds in the soil to be more readily absorbed into the body than intact skin.
5. Wash hands and other exposed areas, especially those areas with visible dirt, before leaving the work site for extended time periods.  This limits the amount of time that the soil is potentially in contact with the skin, thereby reducing the amount of the chemicals that can be absorbed through the skin.
6. Change work clothes shortly after leaving the property, especially those work clothes having either visible dirt or made damp through sweat or other liquids.  Wash such clothes prior to wearing them again.  Gloves and other such items that come into direct contact with the soil should also be washed, if possible.
7. Wash hair and other less accessible portions of the body shortly after leaving the work site for the day.  Dirt and dust that contain substances such as lead can settle in the hair and spread by contact between the hands and the hair.  Dirt and dust can also infiltrate under and through clothing, especially clothing becoming wet or sweaty.
8. Generally avoid direct contact between the skin and the contaminated soils at the property.
9. Minimize the suspension of dust to the degree possible and specify measures to be taken for minimizing dust. Dust masks should be worn when warranted.
[bookmark: _Toc328387004]Section 5.0 – Actions to Take if Significant Exposures Occur
(Provide the actions to be taken should significant exposures occur at the property.)
[Example language: Whenever significant exposures to contaminated materials are suspected to have occurred at the property, the following steps must be taken: 
1. Immediately remove and decontaminate all personnel.
2. Provide medical surveillance monitoring as needed for personnel.
3. Restrict access to the contaminated area.
4. Perform sampling and analysis as required to determine levels of personal protective equipment, decontamination of personnel and equipment, training needs, medical surveillance and waste management requirements, prior to resuming work at the site.
[bookmark: _Toc328387005]Section 6.0 – Handling Contaminated Environmental Media (OAC 3745-300-11(G)(1)(d))
(Provide directions on how to handle environmental media at the property that may contain chemicals of concern.)
[Example language: During future excavation activities the upper two feet of soil may be temporarily breached, exposing construction or excavation workers to the potentially contaminated underlying soils.  Wherever excavation occurs on the property, soils may be reused as fill, provided the potentially contaminated soils below two feet of grade are not co-mingled with soils above that depth, or used as fill within the upper two feet of grade.  
Soils within the upper two feet of surface grade must be replaced with the materials excavated from that depth interval, or with other clean fill as needed, to restore the clean soil that was within the upper two feet of grade prior to the excavation. This requires that soils excavated from the upper two feet of surface grade be isolated and temporarily stockpiled separately from other soils, and returned to the upper two feet of the excavation during backfilling operations. Alternatively, if something occurs such that the upper two feet of soil cannot be replaced on the property, other clean soils, such as those from an off-property source, may be used to re-grade the top two feet on the property as long as the soils has been characterized and demonstrated to meet applicable VAP standards. A clean zone of soil from zero to two feet below surface grade must be replaced at the conclusion of the excavation work. 
Contaminated soils below two feet of surface grade may be excavated and removed from the property provided that they are properly characterized and disposed of in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.]
[bookmark: _Toc328387006]Section 7.0 – Notice to Contractors and Workers (OAC 3745-300-11(G)(1)(h) and (i))
(Provide provisions for giving notice of the RMP to contractors and subcontractors and their employees, and other persons working in areas where RMP measures are necessary. Also, provide a summary explanation of the precautions that each contractor must require of and communicate to its employees and subcontractors.)
[Example language: Whenever construction or excavation workers are reasonably expected to be exposed to soils below two feet of grade, the volunteer, or subsequent owner of the property, is responsible for communicating all the information provided in this RMP to the workers. The volunteer/owner is to communicate the identity of the chemical(s) of concern present on the property, their location on the property and in which media, the potential health effects associated with exposure to said chemicals, the precautions to be taken to avoid exposure, how to handle contaminated media on the property, and actions to be taken should significant exposure occur.
A copy of this RMP will be maintained at the property. The property owner will ensure that the plan is made available to contractors and construction/excavation workers, and will ensure that the plan is implemented during excavation below two feet of surface grade.]
[bookmark: _Toc328387007]Section 8.0 – Annual Notification to Ohio EPA (OAC 3745-300-11(G)(1)(j))
(For a property where a covenant not to sue is requested, provisions for annually notifying the director as to whether implementation of the risk mitigation plan occurred; and if implemented, of the events that required implementation of the risk mitigation plan, the exposures to hazardous substances or petroleum that may have occurred, and the risk mitigation measures undertaken in accordance with the risk mitigation plan.)
[Example language: Annual reports will be prepared by the property owner and submitted to both the Ohio EPA Central Office and the Ohio EPA xxx District Office.  The annual report will either describe the activities that were conducted and describe how the RMP was implemented, or report that the RMP was not implemented during the year. Each report will be submitted with an affidavit by an individual with knowledge of the RMP implementation for the year.]
[bookmark: _Toc328387008]Section 9.0 – Termination Criteria (OAC 3745-300-11(G)(1)(k))
(Provide the criteria for termination of the risk mitigation plan, as appropriate.)
[Example language: The owner may submit to Ohio EPA a request to terminate the RMP.  The request must demonstrate that further implementation of the RMP is no longer necessary for the property to maintain compliance with VAP standards applicable for construction and excavation activities. The demonstration must be verified by a VAP certified professional and include the certified professional’s affidavit that attests that the demonstration shows the property complies with the VAP standards for construction and excavation activities without use of risk mitigation measures as a remedial activity under OAC 3745-300-11. The request may present the current property-specific conditions that demonstrate protectiveness to future construction and excavation workers and include any other information in support of the demonstration.]
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