Ohio Environmental Education Fund

Awarded General Grants SFY 2012
In the fall, 2011, and the spring, 2012 application cycles, the OEEF awarded the following 20 grants, for a total of $670,438.00
Groundwork Cincinnati (Formerly Mill Creek Restoration Project), “Green Careers and Urban Environments Program,” F12G-006, $46,400, Hamilton County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (middle and high school), Contact: Lora Alberto, lora@groundworkcincinnati.org; 513-731-8400. 
This project will creates a network of 35 environmental professionals to mentor up to 500 Cincinnati 10th-12th grade students on environmental careers and green technologies, using guided tours of LEED-certified buildings, energy conservation and renewable energy projects, brownfields, waste water treatment plants, and environmental offices.  Led by a landscape architect and storm water engineers, up to 500 6th-9th grade students will monitor land use and water quality in the Lick Run sub-basin of the Lower Mill Creek watershed, and help design urban stream restoration strategies in the South Fairmount neighborhood.  Both groups of students will participate in service learning projects.  Collaborators include Cincinnati Public Schools, Metropolitan Sewer District, Greater Cincinnati Energy Alliance, Green Cincinnati Education Advocacy, City of Cincinnati Office of Environmental Quality, Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services, Hamilton County Park District and Cincinnati Park Board, University of Cincinnati, STRIVE career pathways, and the Civic Garden Center.
Grand Lake St. Mary’s Community Improvement Corporation, “Grand Again Watershed Campaign - Phase I (Residential),” F12G-007, $49,900, Auglaize and Mercer Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Jared Ebbing, jared.ebbing@mercercountyohio.org, 419-586-4209.

The grant supports a public awareness campaign designed to help make Grand Lake St. Marys “grand again” by increasing the level of watershed protection activities conducted by the 12,200 citizens (4,880 households) who reside in the watershed.  Five categories of watershed protection will be promoted: green lawn and garden care, storm water management, maintenance of septic systems, sump pumps, and water softeners, safe disposal of pet waste, and safe disposal of pharmaceuticals and hazardous waste.  Under the umbrella of uniform campaign design, each category will run for two months, launched with a targeted mailing to all watershed households, and reinforced with newspaper ads, billboard ads, signage, posters, online resources, and community outreach meetings collaboratively conducted with the Grand Again Campaign Team in the seven Grand Lake St. Mary’s sub-watersheds.  Multiple local jurisdictions and organizations are collaborating.
Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District, “An Underground Worm’s-Eye View of Soil Conservation,” F12G-009, $15,623. Statewide, Audience: General Public, Contact: Dona Rhea, dona-rhea@delawareswcd.org, 740-368-1921.

This project replicates a three dimensional, room sized, inflatable soil tunnel exhibit to educate people about soil conservation.  Guests enter beneath the giant tree’s roots with oversized earthworms, grubs, and other soil critters, through a tunnel where they enter the underground world of soil and complete a scavenger hunt, challenging them to find life and knowledge.  Educational panels adhered to the unit’s interior, educate on soil conservation and its effects on nature and the world as a whole, while generating curiosity about the world below our feet.  The exterior is designed into soil layers, showing soil’s profiles and functions.  The exhibit can be trailered for use at other locations around the state.  Collaborators include the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, US Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Preservation Parks.
The Ohio State University Extension, Butler County, “Youth Scientist; Creating Environmental Stewards,” F12G-010, $46,585, Ashland, Clinton, Fayette, Morgan, Ottawa, Trumbull, and Van Wert counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (high school), Contact: Cindy Meyer, meyer.842@osu.edu, 513-785-6654. 
Grant will provide eight workshops statewide, curriculum kits and a Website to introduce 200 high school teachers to a new curriculum on the emerald ash borer, an invasive insect predicted to eliminate five different species of trees in Ohio and the 44 arthropods that rely on these trees for survival.  At least 3,000 students will learn about the health of Ohio forests and urban trees, using hands-on scientific research methods.  Project Learning Tree-Ohio and the US Forest Service are collaborating.
Kenyon College – Brown Family Environmental Center, “Kokosing River Education Campaign,”F12G-015, $9,735, Knox County, Audience: General Public, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Contact: Heather Doherty, dohertyh@kenyon.edu, 740-427-5052.

This project is an education campaign that will focus on the State Scenic Kokosing River, including how different components of the river system contribute to its high quality and how residents can contribute to conservation and pollution prevention efforts. The project will include installation of interpretive signage, self-guided trail brochures, canoe floats, and public programs. Collaborators include the Kokosing Gap Trail Board, Knox County Convention and Visitors Bureau, Knox County Park District, Knox Soil and Water Conservation District, and ODNR Ohio Scenic River Program.
Talawanda School District – Talawanda High School, “Healthy Water, Healthy People Project – Erik Sustainability Initiative,” F12G-019, $30,937, Butler County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (high school), Contact: Jeffery F. Winslow, winslowj@talawanda.org, 513-273-3559.

Students will investigate the impact of agricultural chemicals on the watershed of the 100 acre Erik Outdoor Education Area at the newly constructed LEED Gold- certified Talawanda High School. Students will explore the stream, wetlands and woods on the property, measuring and monitoring the flow of agricultural chemicals through the wetlands to determine the effectiveness of the wetland ecosystem in mitigating these chemicals. Students will then make recommendations to the Board of Education regarding the future use of the agricultural land. Budget includes monitoring equipment and hand-held GPS units for the students to use, and certification of the teachers in Project WET’s secondary water monitoring curriculum, “Healthy Water, Healthy People.” Collaborators include Butler Soil and Water Conservation District, Pheasants Forever, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  
Little Beaver Creek Land Foundation, “Little Beaver Creek Rain Garden Demonstration Project,” F12G-022, $10,680, Columbiana County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Lisa Butch, lbutch@gmail.com, 330-420-9507. 
This project will install two rain gardens in the Little Beaver Creek watershed.  One rain garden will be in the northern part of the watershed at Kent State University Salem Campus and one will be in the southern portion of the watershed at the Beaver Creek Wildlife Education Center.  Tours and workshops at each site will teach the general public, township and municipal officials, and university students about rain gardens and other tools for managing storm water and protecting water quality.  
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, “Green Prison Project,” F12G-023, $40,900, Fairfield County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Darryl Graves, Darryl.Graves@odrc.state.oh.us, 740-653-4324.

A Green Entrepreneurship program will provide training for 300 adult males incarcerated at the Southeastern Correctional Facility in Lancaster, to help prepare them for work in renewable energy and other sustainability businesses upon their release.  The program emphasizes business plan development, accounting, bookkeeping and financial literacy, business operations, legal and human resources, emphasizing a triple-bottom-line that focuses not only on profit, but also people and the planet.  Ex-offenders usually face barriers to reentering the labor market.  The project is modeled on a Texas program that significantly reduced recidivism.  Sustainable Business Ventures and the Vera Institute of Justice are collaborating.
COSI, “COSI On Wheels: Ecology,” F12G-027, $41,648, statewide, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten-University (elementary), Contact: Sharon Tinianow, stinianow@cosi.org, 614-629-3146.

The grant will equip a COSI on Wheels program travelling to schools throughout Ohio, providing hands-on student activities on plant and animal life cycles, the interconnectedness of natural systems, and plant and animal adaptations to their habitats.  Students will use their powers of observation to classify, compare, and contrast and will employ their critical thinking skills to draw conclusions about animals, their adaptations and their environments.  Ohio State University Extension and the OSU College of Education and Human Ecology are collaborating.
LBS Consultants, “Lead Safe Work Practices,” F12G-029, $47,490, Belmont, Harrison, Jefferson, and Monroe counties, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Lillian Blake Siebieda, lbsiebieda@comcast.net, 304-281-5845.

Only about 13% of contracting firms in the four target counties are certified to perform lead-safe renovation work, while 68% of the housing stock was built prior to 1978, with the potential to expose workers and families to lead poisoning during renovations and repairs.  This project will provide 30 local training sessions for 360 contractors, landlords, and maintenance workers, with a goal to certify at least 125 firms in the USEPA/HUD Curriculum for Lead Safety for Renovation, Repair and Painting Initial Training Course EPA-740-R-09-002.  It will also provide six training sessions for at least 48 people in the EPA Lead Clearance Technician Initial Training, with the goal of having at least 75% of those attending become licensed by the Ohio Department of Health.   The project also includes outreach materials for eight public meetings on the dangers of lead poisoning. 
Darke County Educational Service Center, “Producing Green Energy in Ohio” S12G-038, $42,358, Auglaize, Darke, Mercer, Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and Shelby Counties, Audience: Preschool-University (High School), Contact: Dave Shellhaas, dave_shellhaas@darke.k12.oh.us, 937-417-0903.

This pilot project will target 114 teachers and approximately 1,500 high school students from 57 school districts in west central Ohio.  The goal of the project is to increase high school students’ skills at making evidence-based decisions about renewable energies that are found or produced in Ohio.  A series of workshops, online follow-up and a printed guide will provide teachers with content on biomass (ethanol, biodiesel and methane), wind and geothermal energy sources currently being developed in western Ohio, and practice leading students in learning to make decisions about energy options without creating bias themselves.  Products will include a magazine for students accompanied by audio/video podcasts.  The Educational Services Centers of Auglaize, Mercer, Miami, Montgomery, Preble and Shelby Counties are collaborating.

Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed, “Olentangy Urban Rainscapes,” S12G-040, $46,728, Franklin County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Laura Fay, info@olentangywatershed.org, 614-267-3386.  

As part of a brownfield housing redevelopment of an older, low-income urban neighborhood, this pilot program will install residential rainscaping to manage urban storm water, and water conservation devices inside new housing to reduce water consumption.  Porch chats, interviews, workshops and signs will involve 247 residents of Columbus’ Weinland Park neighborhood in learning about, creating and maintaining front yard and curbside rain gardens, rain barrels, and bioswales, to reduce their watershed footprint, build community pride, and provide superior housing for new low income home buyers.  Collaborators include Wagenbrenner Development, Integrity Sustainable Planning and Design, Mark A Dilley and Associates, Watershed Organic Lawn Care, Malcolm J Art, Reed and Lewis Landscape Services, and the University Area Enrichment Association.

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, “Balancing Growth and Conservation,” S12G-041, $26,608, Belmont, Butler, Delaware, Fayette, Licking, Madison, Mahoning, Marion, Miami, Morrow, Pickaway, Ross, Union, Washington, and Wood Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Brian Williams, bwilliams@morpc.org, 614-233-4187.

This project will use one of the products from a previous OEEF Outstanding Project educating central Ohio residents, farmers and local officials about how to combine farmland preservation with smart growth.  Fairfield County’s agricultural economic development plan will now provide a model for leaders in nine central Ohio counties and at least six other counties around the state.  MORPC will offer a series of 15 workshops for local elected officials and stakeholders to illustrate effective balanced growth planning with the dual goals of strengthening agricultural economic development while preserving agricultural land and open space. This project will concentrate on preserving farmland through the economic viability of farms, especially in the production, processing and distribution of food for local consumption.  A printed and online tool kit will also be provided.     

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District, “Gardening for Clean Water,” S12G-046, $47,056, Franklin and Delaware Counties, Audience: General Public, Contact: Stephanie Suter, ssuter@franklinswcd.org, 614-486-9613.

Watershed action plans in central Ohio identify storm water runoff as a primary cause of local water quality impairments.  Central Ohio garden centers report a growing number of customers asking for information on native plants, rain barrels and rain gardens.  Through workshops, technical consultation, printed and Web-based materials, this program will educate garden center staff, gardeners and residents about on-site storm water infiltration practices as a means of lessening adverse environmental impacts from storm water so customers can make informed decisions about the best course of action for their site.  Collaborators include the City of Columbus Department of Public Utilities, and Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed.  

New Philadelphia City Schools- New Philadelphia High School, “Fostering a context of inquiry: Authentic investigations of local ecosystems across grade levels,” S12G-048, $23,259, Stark and Tuscarawas Counties, Audience: Preschool-University (Elementary, Middle and High School), Contact: Kip Brady, bradyk@npschools.org, 330-364-0644.

This project will engage 600 fifth, seventh and tenth grade students and their teachers in authentic investigations of local ecosystems.  Teachers will obtain wildlife collecting permits from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, and receive nets, waders, buckets and collecting materials to use in local forest, pond  and wetland sites.  They will investigate and collect local species that are amendable to classroom study, observing their habitats and interactions, and developing questions and experimental designs for their students to investigate these organisms.   A field experience will involve the students and teachers in a comparison of salamander diversity in forest ecosystems with different land use histories and serve as a vehicle for connecting classroom based instruction to real ecosystems.  Participating teachers will also use an online discussion board to compare their efforts during the school year.  

Youngstown Neighborhood Development Corporation, “Mineral Springs Avenue Demonstration Block,” S12G-053, $15,550, Mahoning County, Audience: General Public, Contact: Liberty Merrill, lmerrill@yndc.org, 330-480-0423.

Provides site enhancements and programs on a city block that recently held 12 abandoned homes, to showcase vacant land reuse strategies.  Improvements include a community garden with a fruit orchard, rain garden, soil research garden, permaculture food forest, native wildflower plantings and a demonstration of lead removal and vacant land stabilization.  The project includes educational signage, a series of six workshops and an on-site educator to help local 4-H students and neighborhood groups learn about environmental benefits of vacant land reuse and how to implement various strategies in their own neighborhoods.  A Community Action Guide will also be created, providing a start to finish guide for groups looking to implement their own vacant land reuse strategies.  Grow Youngstown and the Idora Neighborhood Association are collaborating.

Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, “Updating Standards-Based Environmental Science Curricula,” S12G-055, $18,000, Cuyahoga County, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience: Preschool-University (Elementary School), Contact: Kay Carlson, Carlson@shakerlakes.org, 216-321-5935.

The Center provides environmental science field trip visits to approximately 5,500 students each year.  This project will bring together a team of eight teachers during the summer of 2012 to help the Center educators and naturalist staff update the curriculum and align it with the revised Ohio Academic Content Standards for science that will go into effect in 2013-14, because a number of topics are moving to different grade levels.  The new curriculum will be field tested with 72 classes (eighteen each Kindergarten, 2nd, 3rd and 4th grades)  in the 2012-13 school year, evaluated, and implemented in the 2013-2014 school year.  The Cleveland Heights-University Heights City School District is collaborating.

Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District, “Watershed-Friendly Stream Maintenance for Communities,” S12G-058, $16,031, Cuyahoga County, Audience: Regulated Community, Contact: Jared Bartley, jbartley@cuyahogaswcd.org, 216-524-6580.  

Many communities in the Rocky River Watershed are struggling with stream maintenance issues, such as eroding stream banks, clogged culverts, and debris jams.  Communities are often caught unaware and forced to scramble to address these problems, that were exacerbated by the heavy rains of 2011.  This project will incorporate input from communities, regulatory agencies (such as US Army Corps of Engineers) and local resource management agencies to develop a community stream maintenance guide, pilot project and series of workshops and field days to help 11 communities in the Rocky River watershed implement proactive stream maintenance programs that fulfill regulatory requirements and meet community needs while protecting the ecological function and value of the stream system.  The City of Brunswick’s Service Department and Parks Department will pilot the program before the manual is finalized.  The Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency, Rocky River Watershed Council, and Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District are all collaborating.  

Cleveland Metropolitan Park District, “Watershed Volunteer Program,” S12G-062, $44,950, Cuyahoga County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, Contact: Jennifer Grieser, jmg2@clevelandmetroparks.com, 440-331-8679.

Increased rainfall and storm intensity have increased the negative impacts of storm water on local water quality, and on residential property.  In surveys, local residents are indicating a willingness to implement beneficial storm water and watershed management practices, but a lack of knowledge about how to do so.  This project will support a comprehensive public awareness campaign for residents of the West Creek watershed, and hands-on training for a network of volunteers and community leaders.  Interactive modules, workshops, site tours, poster sessions and on-site projects will include rain garden installation, riparian buffer planting projects, bioswale maintenance, and monitoring techniques using tools such as the HHEI/HMFEI indices, First Flush, photo monitoring, Bank Erosion Hazard Index, Stream Feature Inventory, and pebble count.  

Ohio Sea Grant College Program, F.T. Stone Laboratory, Center for Lake Erie Research, S12G-069, “Lake Erie Water Quality and Nutrient Issues,” $50,000, Ottawa County, OEEF Priority:  Community Issues, Audience: Pre-School-University (University) and General Public, Contact:  Jeffrey M. Reutter, reutter.1@osu.edu, 614-292-8949

Provides monitoring and laboratory equipment to address water quality and nutrient issues that cause, and are caused by, harmful algal blooms in Lake Erie.  Equipment will be used in undergraduate courses serving 225 students annually, and demonstrated in  workshop and field trip programs educating approximately 8,000 participants annually about water quality issues affecting the Lake, including algae, anoxia, and invasive species.    
For more information, contact:
Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education

50 W. Town Street, Suite 700

Columbus, OH  43215

(614) 644-2873

www.epa.ohio.gov/oee
oeef@epa.ohio.gov
