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Awarded Mini Grants, SFY 2012

In the fall 2011 grant cycle, and the spring, 2012 grant cycle, the OEEF funded the following 23 projects, for a total of $92,813.49.  

Carroll Soil and Water Conservation District, “Water Savers of Carroll County,” #F12M-004, $3,039.24, Carroll County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, Contact: Linda Yeager, linda.yeager@oh.nacdnet.net, 330-627-9852.  
Provides training and supplies to support quarterly monitoring of streams in the Cold Spring Run and Indian Fork parts of the Upper Muskingum watershed, by adult volunteers and high school Future Farmers of America students.

Erie Soil and Water Conservation District and Erie Solid Waste Management District, “Environmental Awareness,” $5,000.00, #F12M-005, Erie County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, Contact: Crystal Dymond, cdymond@eriecounty.oh.gov, 419-626-5211 or Lisa Beursken, lbeursken@eriecounty.oh.gov, 419-433-7303.  

The two agencies will create a series of educational banners and posters for exhibit at local fairs, festivals, and collection events, to educate residents about recycling, prevention of nutrient pollution, proper maintenance of septic systems, and the use natural areas, filter strips, riparian setbacks, rain barrels, and rain gardens for storm water retention.
Proctor Camp and Conference Center, “Madison County Hydro Hunt,” #F12M-008, $5,000.00, Madison County.  OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience: PreK-University (High School), Contact: Christine Tokarz, christinetokarz@gmail.com, 903-267-6372.  
The Hydro Hunt project is intended to provide two high schools with the resources to design standards based, multi-sensory, interdisciplinary GPS scavenger hunt at the wetland sites located on school property.

High school teachers will receive training and tools associated with the GLOBE GPS and Hydrology Protocols. The Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) program is a worldwide hands-on, primary and secondary school-based science and education program designed in close partnership with NASA, NOAA and NSF to help students research the earth’s environmental dynamics. Students will use the GLOBE protocols to collect scientific data at their wetland area and create a set of standards-based, hands-on learning activities associated with various GPS (global positioning system) waypoints. This will serve as a GPS Hydro Hunt resource for the middle and elementary grades. Madison Plains High School, London High School, and the Madison Soil and Water Conservation District are collaborating.

Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments, “Watershed Awareness Using Interpretive Signs,”# F12M-010, $5,000.00, Lucas County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, Contact: Ann-Drea Ra Hensley, hensley@tmacog.org, 419-241-9155.

Through this project, residents and visitors to Lucas County, Ohio will learn about specific watersheds and watershed projects using interpretive signs at strategic locations. A minimum of five signs will educate a public audience about topics including over wide ditches, wetland restoration, sedimentation in streams, and dumping prevention. Signs will also describe actions related to each specific topic that the audience can take to further protect watersheds. Planned locations include Harroun Park (Tenmile Creek watershed), Independence Park (Maumee River watershed), Pearson Metropark (North Wetland Mitigation Bank), the Olander Park System (Kimble and Palmer Ditches), and Springfield Township (Harvest Ditch). Signs will be designed by local schools/universities. Several cities, townships and park districts are collaborating.

Portage County Water Resources, “Educational Pamphlets for Area Residents,” #F12M-012, $1,000.00, Portage County, OEEF Priority: Compliance Assistance, Audience: General Public, Contact: Cindy Lee Hazelett, chazelett@portageco.com, 330-297-3685.

Provides pamphlets about drinking water and wastewater treatment, to support the ongoing education efforts related to the Source Water Protection Plans for the Brimfield and Shalersville Water Treatment Plants and pre-treatment requirements of the Streetsboro Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The brochures are titled: “Let’s Learn About How Wastewater Treatment Works”, “Needed: Clean Water”, “About Water Emergencies”, and “Careers in the Water Industry”.  The Local Emergency Planning Committee is collaborating.

Preservation Parks of Delaware County, “Gallant Woods Preserve Interpretive Gateway,” #F12M-013, $5,000.00, Delaware County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, Contact: Richard Niccum, rniccum@preservationparks.com, 740-524-8600, Ext. 3.

The Gallant Woods Preserve Interpretive Gateway will introduce visitors to the restoration efforts underway. Four interpretive panels will tell the story of how the Preserve has gone from private farm to a public park, focusing on the re-establishment of wetlands and vernal pools, and the plants and animals that depend on them for survival.  The gateway and boardwalk are a field trip destination for several collaborating school districts. 

BrightPath Active Learning, LLC, “Outdoor Education for Kindergarten Enrichment,” #F12M-016, $3,796.00, Franklin County, EEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience: PreK-University (Early Childhood), Contact: Colleen Sharkey, colleen@brightpathactivelearning.com, 614-839-0780.

BrightPath Active Learning is a half-day program that uses outdoor education to provide enrichment for Kindergartners who are ready for more than the half-day classroom programs offered by many public and private schools. The grant will provide supplies for a stream study, gardening and worm composting activities during all four seasons.  

Upper Maumee Watershed Partnership, “Upper Maumee Watershed Education,” #F12M-017, $5,000.00, Defiance and Paulding Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, Contact: Nicole Grindley, ngrindley@defiance-county.com, 419-782-8751.

Provides an EnviroScape® tabletop watershed model and portable exhibit to educate residents about sedimentation and other threats to local water quality. The City of Defiance and Defiance Soil and Water Conservation District are collaborating.

Benjamin Logan School District, “The Mad River and the Trout Ecosystem,” #F12M-021, $5,000.00, Logan County, OEEF Priority: Standards Based Education, Audience: PreK-University (Elementary, Middle and High School), Contact: Spencer Reames, reamess@benlogan.k12.oh.us, 937-592-1666.  

Provides aquarium supplies and monitoring equipment to support study of water quality and the pristine trout habitat in the nearby headwaters of the Mad River.  The project utilizes the Trout in the Classroom curriculum from Trout Unlimited.  Students will raise trout in the classroom, for supervised release into the Mad River.  Local experts and the ODNR Division of Wildlife are also collaborating.  

University of Findlay, Department of Biology, “Community Education LEADs to Grand Lake Rehabilitation,” F12M-023, $4,978.25, Auglaize, Hancock and Mercer Counties, OEEF Priority:  Community Issues, Audience: Pre-K-University (Elementary and Undergraduate), Contact:  Matt Hoostal, hoostal@findlay.edu, 419-423-4421

Provides plant materials, sampling supplies, lab equipment and transportation to bring 40 undergraduate students in ecology, botany, microbiology and environmental sampling and statistics classes together with approximately 75 local elementary students for Water Quality Days around Grand Lake St. Mary’s.  Children’s activities will include identification of native and invasive plants, removal of invasive plants, shoreline revegetation with native species, and monitoring of bacteria and algal counts.   The Grand Lake St. Mary’s Restoration Commission is collaborating. 

Ohio State Parks, “Middle Bass Island Interpretive Trail,” S12M-025, $2,000, Lucas and Ottawa Counties, Audience: General Public.  Contact: Dana Bollin, dana.bollin@dnr.state.oh.us, 419-836-9117.

Provides a series of interpretive signs on environmental issues and natural history of the area, along a nature trail in a new campground and marina area being developed in Middle Bass Island State Park.  Sign information will include the geologic history of the islands and the exposed glacial grooves, the importance of the protecting the island's existing high-quality wetlands, and the importance of the island's natural areas to migrating songbirds and resident wildlife. Information conveyed will benefit island residents, several thousand annual park visitors, and hundreds of transient boaters.  Lake Erie Island Chapter of the Black Swamp Conservancy is collaborating.  

Ohio River Basin Consortium for Research and Education, “Boat of Knowledge Environmental Workshop for Teachers,” S12M-027, $3,500, Athens County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten - University (High School). Contact: Tiao Chang, chang@ohio.edu, 740-593-1462.
The applicant consortium of universities currently has a five-year National Science Foundation grant for a Boat of Knowledge in the Science Classroom (BooKS) project that partners 9 high school teachers with engineering and science graduate students to train the teachers in methods of collecting and analyzing water quality research data.  The OEEF mini grant will allow an additional 20 high school teachers to participate in a summer 2012 scientific symposium and water sampling trip on the Ohio River, and to use the program Website and educational materials to introduce their students to careers in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields.

Owens State Community College – Workforce and Community Service, “Greening One Village & East Toledo,” S12M-028, $4,314, Lucas County, Audience: General Public.  Contact: Michael Bankey, michael@owens.edu, 567-661-7735.

Replicates a previously successful home energy efficiency seminar at no cost for residents of older homes in low-income neighborhoods of north and east Toledo.  Participants in the four half-day seminars will practice caulking and sealing techniques, heat shrink window installation, and exercises comparing purchase and operating costs of various appliances and equipment.   United North and the East Toledo Family Center are collaborating to host the seminars, and follow up with the participants to share their money- and energy-saving experiences.  

Columbus City Schools, Hilltonia Middle School, “ STEMtastic Adventures in Nature,” S12M-030, $4,183, Franklin County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten to University (Middle School). Contact: Teresa Marie Bombrys, polaris61@aol.com, 614-657-6649. 

Forty 6th, 7th and 8th grade students have been selected from subgroups identified as in need of intervention to participate in a three-year pilot STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Club.  These students are field testing backpacks and standards-aligned learning activities on environmental issues, water quality monitoring, Ohio soils, and identification of native Ohio plants and animals for eventual incorporation into the school curriculum.  The OEEF mini grant will provide supplies and test kits for the backpacks, an outdoor learning center, student service projects, a nature art exhibit with the school’s three feeder elementary schools, and field trips to the Wilds, Spruce Run and a local farm.  John Burroughs, Lindbergh, and West Mound Elementary Schools, DiPetrio Farms, The Ohio State University Project Aspire and Biochemistry Programs are all collaborating.  

Tinkers Creek Watershed Partners, “Tinkers Creek Watershed Awareness Sign Project,” S12M-032, $4,000, Cuyahoga, Portage, and Summit Counties, Audience: General Public.   Contact: Babette Oestreicher, babette@tinkerscreekwatershed.org, 216-789-6479.

Provides signs marking watershed boundaries along roads in six communities of the Tinkers Creek Watershed, which drains 96.4 square miles and is the largest tributary to the Cuyahoga River.   Watershed boundaries cannot be seen by the naked eye and signage is an effective way to help people visualize where and which watershed they are within, to better understand how their actions affect the quality of their water resources. The signs are part of a larger public awareness campaign that will include fact sheets, Web pages and exhibits at multiple local events.  The signs will also be located on Google maps.  The Village of Glenwillow, Cities of Macedonia and Streetsboro, and Cuyahoga and Summit Soil and Water Conservation Districts are collaborating.  

Ironton In Bloom, Inc., “Native Plant Landscaping in Lawrence County,” S12M-034, $5,000, Lawrence County, Audience: General Public.  Contact: Eric Boyda, ericboyda@ironfurnacecwma.org, 740-534-6578.

Provides a native plant garden demonstration walkway in a highly visible area located at the St. Mary's Medical Campus on community owned property. Interpretive signs, publications and videotaped local workshops will educate residents about the benefits of native plants in gardening and landscaping, the positive relationship between native plant species and native pollinators, and the negative impacts of non-native and invasive plant species.  The Ironton-Lawrence County Community Action Organization, Iron Furnace Cooperative Weed Management Area, Ohio University-Southern Campus and Porterbrook Native Plants are collaborating.  

Five Rivers MetroParks, “Inquiry Adventures,” S12M-035, $2,727, Montgomery County,  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary, Middle, and High School).  Contact: Lauren Stayer, lauren.stayer@metroparks.org, 937-277-4178.

Provides a series of three-hour workshops to introduce 40 K-12 teachers to the Parks’ Inquiry Adventures Kits (IAK). The teachers will use Miami University's Project Dragonfly QUEST to see how their students can conduct  open inquiry investigations of nature in the out of doors:  they are taken to a natural area, develop questions on their curiosities, design and conduct experiments to answer those questions, analyze the results, and present their findings to each other. To conduct their experiments, they are provided a kit containing a variety of scientific instruments for exploring and measuring the natural world. After completing the training, teachers can check out the kits for their students, to facilitate inquiry in the MetroParks, or in their own schoolyard. 

Mansfield City Schools – Spanish Immersion School, “Learning Garden,” S12M-037, $3,321, Richland County, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary School).  Contact: Carmen Gabriel Costa, GCOSTA@mansfield.k12.oh.us, 419-525-6321.

Provides tools and supplies for a one quarter acre learning garden and greenhouse for hands-on experiential learning about ecosystems, wildlife habitat, food production and composting.  Lessons from Project WILD, the National Wildlife Federation’s “Garden for Wildlife,” and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service’s S.K.Worm program on soil will be incorporated.  Learning activities are aligned with state Academic Content Standards for science by grade band:  pre-school and kindergarten students will observe living and non-living things in local surroundings to investigate the physical and behavioral traits of living things;  first and second graders will plan and conduct an investigation into the basic needs of living things, and plant and animal interactions within habitats;  third, fourth and fifth graders will observe and investigate behavior, growth, changes and interactions within ecosystems.  The community will be involved through open houses, volunteer opportunities, student-led tours, and a farmers’ market.

Three Scale Research, Inc., “Online, Interactive, Educational Wetland Map,” S12M-040, $4,991, Statewide, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary School), Contact: Ian Sample, isample@threescale.com, 614-754-1022.   

Supports development and beta-testing of an online, interactive map of an Ohio wetland for fifth grade students to learn about the water cycle and pollination cycle, the anatomy and behaviors of amphibians, migratory birds, insects and reptiles that live in wetlands, and how decomposers such as fungi, bacteria and algae affect water quality.  The wetland map will include detailed color illustrations and diagrams; when clicked on, each interactive feature brings up a pop-up box with educational text, pictures, slideshows, panoramas, links to other educational websites, or videos. The map also includes tools that allow the user to pan, zoom in, zoom out, and grab. Teachers from Olentangy Berkshire Middle and New Bremen Elementary Schools are advising on age-appropriate content and alignment with state science standards.  The map will be disseminated statewide and available online at no cost to schools.    

Ohio Invasive Plant Council (OIPC), “Invasive Plant Education for Ohio Citizens,” S12M-042, $4,615, Statewide, Audience: General Public.  Contact: Cheryl Coon, ccoon@fs.fed.us, 740-753-0558.

The project seeks to increase awareness of 2,000 Ohio citizens about the ecological and economic impacts of invasive plants, through three workshops, presentations, dissemination of printed informational materials, and Website enhancements.  Workshops will include identification, reporting, prevention and treatment of invasive plants, landscaping and land management practices, and specific steps that residents can take to control invasives, such as requiring contractors to clean equipment, asking for non-invasive species at nurseries, and cleaning boots, camping equipment, ATVs and boats between uses.  The mini grant will provide much-needed updates to posters, brochures and invasive plant factsheet booklets that were first funded with a 1998 OEEF grant to the ODNR Division of Natural Areas and Preserves.   Match will be through OIPC Board Members' and partners' in-kind time to design printed materials, plan and host 3 invasive plant workshops, set-up OIPC displays at partner events, and update the website.  U.S. Forest Service Northern Research Station, Green Umbrella, ODNR Divisions of Forestry and Wildlife, OSU Extension, and Holden Arboretum are all collaborating.  

Mill Creek Watershed Council of Communities, “Hands Dirty, Feet Wet: Getting to Know the Mill Creek Watershed,” S12M-044, $4,893, Butler and Hamilton Counties,  Audience: General Public.  Contact: Jennifer Eismeier, jeismeier@millcreekwatershed.org, 513-563-8800.

To support the endorsed watershed plan for the Mill Creek, and to augment their ongoing Clean Water Act Section 319 grant for watershed restoration, the Mill Creek Watershed Council of Communities (MCWCC) is carrying out a multi-faceted public  education campaign to inform over 18,000 residents in the 166-square mile Mill Creek Watershed about actions they can take to protect this urban stream. In partnership with communities and environmental organizations in the watershed, MCWCC will distribute two issues of the Voice of the Mill Creek newsletter, leveraging existing online and print resources. An enclosed survey will provide information on residents' baseline level of knowledge and areas of interest which will guide MCWCC in conducting hands-on activities in the Mill Creek that are targeted at residents' stated interests. Planned outreach events include a stream cleanup in the City of Reading, a rain garden tour in the City of Springdale, educational walk along Beaver Run creek highlighting stream restoration, a Mill Creek canoe trip and guided tours of a newly-restored streamside park in Twin Creek Preserve.  The Cities of Reading, Springdale, and Wyoming, Green Umbrella, Hamilton Soil and Water Conservation District, OKI Regional Council of Governments, and the University of Cincinnati are all collaborating.  

New Albany – Plain Local Schools, “Tracking is Science,” S12M-045, $4,934, Franklin and Licking Counties, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), Contact: Sandy Willmore, swillmore@napls.us, 614-582-9948.

Creates a Wildlife Tracking Expedition as a week-long summer STEM opportunity for 15 students, which will then be incorporated into the curriculum of five classrooms to reach at least 150 students beginning in the fall of 2012. An evening  “What is in Your Back Yard?” program will also be offered to 30 local residents.  Participants will learn the basics of reading animal tracks and signs to understand animal behavior, and document their findings using CyberTracker technology, to gain awareness of the presence of wildlife around them, and a better understanding of how human activity is impacting wildlife and habitat.  Lessons will include the use of animal tracks in forensic anthropology.  By blending outdoor learning experiences with hand-held GPS and videoconferencing technology, students will be able to gather, sort, analyze, report and share their findings with others, using discussion, debate and research to draw connections and conclusions.   

Otterbein University Department of English, “Reading the Earth: The Language of Nature,” S12M-049, $1,522, Statewide, Audience: Pre-School – University (Elementary, Middle, and High School), Contact: Terry Hermsen, thermsen@otterbein.edu, 614-823-1893.
Reading the Earth: The Language of Nature is a summer institute designed for 20-30 K-12 science, social studies and language arts teachers to offer hands-on means of blending literacy with the study of the natural world. Teachers spend a week at Cuyahoga Valley National Park’s Environmental Education Center, discussing classic and contemporary environmental writers, exploring the park under the guidance of expert naturalists to understand Ohio plant and wildlife communities, writing about nature in outdoor settings, developing and comparing lesson plans for their students.  A Website allows the participants to share their writings and teaching activities throughout the following school year.  The Cuyahoga Valley National Park’s Education Specialist is collaborating. 
 
For more information, contact:

Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education

P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH  43216-1049

(614) 644-2873

oeef@epa.state.oh.us
www.epa.ohio.gov/oee 

