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Mini Grants Awarded in SFY 2007
During the fall, 2006 and spring, 2007 grant cycles, the OEEF awarded 23 grants, for a total of $98,111.00.  
Williams County Health Department, “Septic Systems 101,” $4,507, Williams County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-007, Contact: James Watkins, jdw@saa.net, 419-485-3141.

The project will provide at least five evening seminars on how to properly operate a home sewage treatment system, for homeowners in Williams County. Sessions will include basic information on types of septic systems, when to pump out the system, what chemicals not to put into a septic system, costs and problems that result from improper maintenance, and the importance of water conservation. 
Ashland University, “Mercury Thermometer Exchange Project”, $4,988, Ashland County, OEEF Priority: Environmental Health, Audience: General Public, F-07M-013, Contact : Linda Kill, lkill@ashland.edu, 419-289-5941. 
Provides a public awareness campaign on the health and environmental hazards of  mercury, and provides a collection and recycling opportunity for county residents and schools to exchange mercury  thermometers for digital ones.  Ashland County Solid Waste Management District and Bowling Green State University are collaborating. 
Waynesfield Goshen Local Schools, “Nature’s Restaurant…Education with a Taste”, $4,521, Auglaize County, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (pre-school), F-07M-014, Contact: Cindy Weaver, mlbsig@prodigy.net, 419-568-4451.
Provides an educational garden where pre-school students and parent volunteers will grow plants to attract birds and butterflies, as well as pizza ingredients, strawberries, potatoes and pumpkins to be used in school programs.  Activities will be incorporated into the curriculum using Habitats for Learning: A Planning Guide for Using and Developing School Land Labs, an outstanding resource funded by a previous OEEF grant.  Collaborators include the local Future Farmers of America chapter, Auglaize Soil and Water Conservation District, Top of Ohio Resource and Development Council, and Kaufrman’s Backyard Gardens. 
Cincinnati Public Schools, Dater Montessori School, “Mentoring Teachers and Students for Environmental Education,” $5,000, Hamilton County, OEEF Priority:  Education Reform,  Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (PreK- 8th Grade), F-07M-017, Contact: Susan Vonderhaar,  vonderhaar.susan@epa.gov, 513-569-7329.
Provides resources and training for 100 teaching staff to more fully utilize FOSS (Full Option Science System) science kits and the school’s nature center in their classes.  Program will also develop junior high students as mentors to assist in teaching younger students.  Collaborators include the Cincinnati Zoo, Civic Garden Center, Keep Cincinnati Beautiful, Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services, and Hamilton Soil and Water Conservation District.  
Ohio Hospital Association, “Pharmaceutical Waste Management,” $3,500, statewide, OEEF Priority: Environmental Health, Audience: Regulated Community, F-07M-023, Contact: Richard Sites, ricks@ohanet.org, 614-221-7614.

Provides a compliance seminar and Web-based training to help hospitals properly segregate and dispose of a variety of hazardous pharmaceutical wastes that are subject to multiple and increasingly complex regulations.   Includes OSHA, NIOSH and US EPA recommendations on pollution prevention and management of hazardous drugs and hazardous wastes.
Noble Soil and Water Conservation District, “Duck Creek Watershed Day Camp,” $3,344, Noble and Washington Counties, OEEF Priority: Environmental Health, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (grades 8-12), F-07M-024, Contact: Tim Holebert, tim.holebert@oh.nacdnet.net, 740-373-7113 ext 243.
Provides a two-day summer watershed camp for 30 youth ages 8-12.  Students will learn how to identifying their watershed, and how human activity impacts streams through soil erosion, acid mine drainage.  They will also collect macro- invertebrates to understand how water quality affects pollution-tolerant and pollution–intolerant species.  The Washington County Fish and Game Club, and the Noble and Washington Soil and Water Conservation Districts are collaborating. 
Friends of Lower Muskingum River, “Meigs Creek Watershed Education,” $2,728, Morgan, Muskingum and Noble Counties, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-025, Contact: Kristyn Robinson, flmr@charterinternet.com, 740-516-0987.
Provides watershed signs and a series of workshops for adults and families, to help raise awareness and understanding of issues affecting water quality in the Meigs Creek watershed.  Participants will tour the Watershed and receive training as volunteer monitors to conduct physical, chemical and biological testing in the Creek.  They will also receive an introduction to the Meigs Creek Management Plan, and steps being taken to protect local water quality.  American Electric Power and the ODNR Division of Forestry are collaborating.
Ohio Federation of Soil & Water Conservation Districts, “Soil and Water Conservation Display at Malabar Farm State Park Visitor Center,” $5,000, Richland County (Statewide), OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-026, Contact: Nelson Strong, nelson.strong@dnr.state.oh.us, 614-265-6779.
Provides an inter-active permanent display in the new Malabar Farm State Park Visitor Education Center. The display will focus on soil and water resources, food production, and conservation issues and methods, and include an EnviroScape watershed model for use in school and family programs.  Approximately 350,000 visitors currently visit the park annually from across Ohio and beyond.  Collaborators include the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, the ODNR Division of Soil and Water Conservation, and Malabar Farm State Park.  
Hamilton County Ohio – Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission, “Hamilton County Greenprint WEB Resources / Greenprint Presentation Program,” $4,595, Hamilton County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-028, Contact: Dean Niemeyer, dean.niemeyer@hamilton-co.org, 513-946-4487.

Provides tools for greenspace preservation to 49 local jurisdictions, including community-specific mapping and flyover movies, tree ordinances, conservation design for subdivisions, green building techniques, and riparian corridor protection regulations. CITYgreen software will help local communities calculate the economic benefits of greenspace preservation in terms of storm water management, air quality, and summer energy savings.  A number of local agencies and organizations are collaborating.  
B-W Greenway Community Land Trust, “Public Rain Garden Demo & Education Project,” $5,000, Greene and Montgomery Counties, OEEF Priority:  Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-035, Contact: Christine Hadley, sbatcha1@earthlink.net, 937-289-4237. 
Provides a public demonstration rain garden at the Fairborn Senior Center, to educate the community about environmentally friendly ways to handle storm water runoff.  Project includes four community educational workshops and a brochure, and collaboration from the City of Fairborn, Terran Corporation, Horticultural Management, Inc., and the Hebble Creek Watershed Coalition.  
Columbus Green Building Forum, “Residential Green Expo,” $5,000, Franklin County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, F-07M-038, Contact: Meera Parthasarathy, skrishna@pipeline.com, (614) 855-8085.

A Residential Green Expo in the spring of 2007 will showcase green materials and technologies that CGBF is currently employing in its LEED Home demonstration project in Downtown Columbus.  LEED  (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is an international certification program for energy efficiency, reuse and recycling, use of non-polluting construction materials, and other green building techniques.    The expo offers a day of workshops and tours for builders, developers, design professionals and homeowners.  Seniors from Worthington Kilbourne High School will be incorporating green building design into a service project building a house for the working poor.   Columbus Housing Partnership is also collaborating. 

Toledo Public Schools, Start High School, “Urban Watershed Habitat,” $5,000, Lucas County, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (High School), #S-07M-039, Contact: Wendy Wilson, wendy12554@yahoo.com, 419-473-1446.

Provides an outdoor classroom on the school grounds and in an underused portion of the adjacent Bowman City Park.  The area will feature a rain garden, storm water management structures, and native species plantings.  A workshop will help high school teachers learn to use  activities from Project WET and Healthy Water, Healthy People to connect science and social studies.  Activities for 1700 students will feature the water cycle, permeability, surveying and monitoring biotic and abiotic features, and how environmental conditions impact the neighborhood and community.  Collaborators include the Lucas Soil and Water Conservation District, and the City of Toledo Departments of Environmental Services, and Parks, Recreation and Forestry.     
Tupper Plains – Chester Water District, “Source Water Protection Plan,” $3,069, Meigs County, OEEF Priority: Environmental Health, Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University, #S-07M-042, Contact: Paul J. Chadwell, tpcwd@eurekanet.com, 740-985-3315
Funding will support the K-12 education component of the local Source Water Protection planning effort.  Provides a ground water flow model, and classroom presentations by an educator from the Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District.  OSU Extension and Ohio EPA’s Southeast District Office Division of Drinking and Ground Waters are also collaborating.  
The Wilderness Center, “Addressing Nature Deficit Disorder: A Preschool Collaborative,” $5,000, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University (pre-school), #S-07M-043, Contact: Tamara Seikel, tammy@wildernesscenter.org, 330-359-5235.  

Recent scholarship and a best-selling book have drawn attention to the problem of “nature deficit disorder,” when today’s children do not have unstructured time outdoors to explore the natural world.  This project will bring together the experience of five nature centers to brainstorm the process for creating a network of nature-based preschools in Ohio. Provides a two-day facilitated planning session at the Aullwood Audubon Center, and a report for broader dissemination to early childhood educators.  Collaborators also include the Brukner Nature Center, Cincinnati Nature Center, and Nature Center at Shaker Lakes.  
Toledo Botanical Garden, “Summer Scholarship Opportunities,” $3,099, Lucas County, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (kindergarten, elementary and middle school), #S-07M-045, Contact: Patricia Toneff, programs@toledogarden.org, 419-936-2996. 

Provides field trips and two on-site presentations from the TBG’s “Growing Science” and “Early Sprouts” education programs for approximately 200 children from low and moderate income families who are participating in the Toledo Catholic Club’s summer program.  Learning activities for grades K-8 will focus on gardening, soils, macro and micro decomposers, plant and animal adaptations, pond life, and interdependence of species.  
Erie County Solid Waste Management District, “Got Airspace,”$900, Erie County, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University, S-07M-046, Contact: Lisa K. Toich, LToich@erie-county-ohio.net, 419-433-7303. 

Provides an EnviroScape© Landfill Model to augment the "Got Airspace” program, to teach students about the importance of conserving landfill airspace, reducing waste, recycling and composting in their local community.  The program of classroom presentations and student activities also incorporates a model showing the bottom layers of the landfill in an aquarium, and a slideshow with time-lapse photos taken during construction of the Erie County Sanitary Landfill.  A scale model of the landfill and additional components on methane gas are also planned.  Collaborators include Erie MetroParks, Erie County Waste Reduction Program, and Brown and Caldwell Environmental Engineers.  
Ohio Association of Litter Prevention and Recycling Officials, “Windows on Waste Update to New Standards,” $4,947, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary), #S-07M-047, Contact: David R. Landis, david.landis@dnr.state.oh.us, 614-265-6444.

Windows on Waste (WOW) is an elementary interdisciplinary activity guidebook about recycling and solid waste issues that was produced in 1999 by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Recycling and Litter Prevention (ODNR-DRLP). The 36 activities were originally correlated to Ohio's Proficiency Test Learning Outcomes, and distributed widely to Ohio teachers.  To ensure that the curriculum can continue to be used, a group of teachers and recycling experts will revisit the activities in WOW to correlate them with the Ohio Department of Education’s new Academic Content Standards for grades 1-5 science, math, social studies and language arts.  Some activities may also be revised to more closely align them with the new standards.  A supplemental guide and workshop will help to disseminate the correlations and revisions statewide.  Collaborators include the City of Newark Recycling and Litter Prevention Program, Richland County Regional Solid Waste Management Authority, Wood County Solid Waste Management District, Fairfield County Community Action Program, the Ohio Department of Education, and ODNR-DRLP. 
Sacred Heart School, “Starting Early: Developing a Sustainability Education and Recycling Program,” $4,498, Medina County, OEEF Priorities: Environmental Health and Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary and Middle School)  #S-07M-048, Contact: Tracey Arnone, sacredheart@leeca.org,  (330) 334-6272.
College interns from the University of Akron A&S Careers Program will provide a series of K-8 recycling activities and a school-wide paper recycling project at Sacred Heart School in Wadsworth.  Project also includes student field trips to the Medina Central Processing Facility and the University of Akron Polymer Research Institute, a video program for the local cable station, and displays for community events.  

Nature’s Classroom, “GPS Mapping of Watersheds,” $3,422, Coshocton and Richland Counties, OEEF Priority: Education Reform, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary and Middle School), #S-07M-050, Contact: Mark A. Johnson, phcamp@bright.net, 740-599-6996.  

Provides Healthy Water, Healthy People test kits, manuals, and hand-held GPS units to enhance the quality and content of the Nature’s Classroom curriculum by incorporating Global Positioning Systems (GPS) technology into student activities mapping watersheds and habitats. Students will use GPS receivers to find boundaries of a watershed, and solve waypoint (location) clues to identify non-point sources of water pollution.  These materials will be incorporated into a “Stream Study” unit on freshwater stream ecosystems and a “Wetlands” unit on wetland systems and biology.  Nature’s Classroom serves more than 8,000 students a year from 60 schools, in residential programs at two camps.   
Teaching and Learning Collaborative, “Pre-service Learning Project,” $5,000, Statewide, OEEF Priority: Teaching Skills, Audience:  Pre-Kindergarten – University (Pre-service teachers), #S-07M-052, Contact: Pat Barron, tlc@teachinglearningcollaborative.org, 614-265-9800.

Supports two facilitator training workshops for 60 university faculty who teach pre-service education college students, to certify them in the major national environmental education curricula, Project Learning Tree, Project WET (Water Education for Teachers), Project WILD, and Healthy Water, Healthy People.  The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) is adding environmental education content requirements into the accreditation process for teacher education.  The proposed project will ensure that teaching faculty at Ohio universities are well-prepared to provide this content, and train the next generation of Ohio teachers to use high-quality environmental education curricula that are already aligned with state content standards.   The grant will provide curriculum guides, travel stipends, and facility rental for the workshops.  Collaborators include the Environmental Education Council of Ohio, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, and Southeast Ohio Center for Excellence in Mathematics and Science. 
Malabar Farm State Park, “Green Energy Education Project at Malabar Farm,” $5,000, Crawford, Knox and Richland Counties, OEEF Priority: Teaching Skills, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University, S-07M-053, Contact: Louis Andres, Louis.Andres@dnr.state.oh.us, 419-892-2784.

Provides a teacher workshop and four loaner trunks of supplies for student activities on alternative energy production and use, featuring wind, solar, geothermal and biofuels.  The project also provides a touch screen interactive energy monitoring system and exhibit to show wind and solar energy use in the electrical system of the Park visitor center.  The system will allow Web-based monitoring of the building data by teachers and students following their field trips to the center.  The teachers in the workshop will select and test classroom activities on alternative energy that meet state science and math standards, for inclusion in the loaner trunks.  Collaborators include Green Energy Ohio, the Malabar Farm Foundation, and the Mid-Ohio Educational Service Center.  
City of Newark Litter Prevention & Recycling, “Storm Water Teacher Education,” $4,993, Licking County, OEEF Priorities: Teaching Skills and Community Issues, Audience: Pre-Kindergarten – University (Elementary and Middle School), #S-07M-054, Contact: Marti Kolb, mkolb@newarkohio.net, 740-670-7774.

Supports the K-12 education component of the city’s storm water management program required under NPDES Phase II regulations, by providing eight workshops on storm water issues for 110 local teachers, pre-service teachers from OSU-Newark, YMCA Leaders-in-Training, school librarians, and non-formal educators from scouting and other local organizations.  Workshops will present hands-on activities from Project Wet that are aligned with state science standards, and can be adapted for presentation in classroom, camp, and outdoor settings.  Collaborators include the City of Newark Department of Public Service and Licking Soil and Water Conservation District.  
City of Marietta, “Kroger Wetland Interpretive Sign Project,” $5,000, Washington County, OEEF Priority: Community Issues, Audience: General Public, #S-07M-056, Contact: Michael Stocky, mikestocky@mariettaoh.net, 740-373-9354.

Provides a series of interpretive signs about wetlands characteristics, functions, plant and animal life, and the value of wetlands and headwater streams in the local watershed.  The signs will be erected along a one-mile loop trail in a city-owned natural area.  Collaborators include the Kroger Wetland Volunteers, Marietta Natural History Society, and Washington Soil and Water Conservation District.  
For more information, contact:
Ohio EPA, Office of Environmental Education

P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, OH  43216-1049

(614) 644-2873

oeef@epa.state.oh.us                                                   
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